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1. God's passion for children

"Sons are a heritage fromthe Lord, children areward fromhim. "
(Psalm 127:3)

God isaFather and ddightsin all hischildren, regardiess of their age. His Father
heart of love reaches out to al people - young and dld, rich and poor, maleand
femae. Out of thislove, he enjoys blessng a hushand and wife with offpring so
that, as parents, they can have the privilege of demondirating his Fether heart to
their children.

If ahusband and wife want to reflect God's heart, both need to personally know the
Father heart of God and to experience hislove day by day. Thiswill only happen
when we bdievein Jesus Chrigt because only through him isit possibleto know
God asther Fether. (SeeJohn 14:6).

Thisisthefoundation of 'godly parenting'. In addition to knowing God
asour Father, we also need to learn how to "father” in the broad sense of
theword. Thisreguiresaradical change of heart for most people, and it is
something which only God can do. Both Malachi 4:6 and Luke 1:17
promisethat God will turn the hearts of fatherstowardsther children.
Thebiggest obstacleto wel brought up children is parentswhose hearts
have not been "turned” by God.

A. God's heart for children

TheLord gives children far greater Sgnificance than most of hisdisciplesdo.
Different versesin Matthew 18 and 19 show his heart for children and how he
wantsusto trest them:

184 Wemus recognisethat children gart off in abetter place
spiritualy than adults. Children aready have certain Kingdom
qualitieslike humility, amplicity and ability to forgive quickly.

18:5  Children should bewecomed. Don't regard them asa nuisance
or intruson. Jesus makesthem equa with himsdf.

18:6  Children areeasly sumbled and our words or actions can cause
achild tosn. Theadult's punishment ismore severe So parents
must be careful that they do not modd or teach Snful ways.

18:10 Children arefully human and we should vaue them and trest
them with respect. Explain thingsintdligently. Remember ther
angdsaretdling God how you're doing.

18:14 SharethelLord with themin anaturd, rdationa way. God does
not want any of them to belogt. Pray much for them.



19:14 Givetimeto children - don't be too busy for them

These verses are achallengeto al adults- especially parents. God's plan is that
godly marriageswill produce well godly children. Malachi 2:15

says Has not the Lord made them one? In flesh and in spirit they are his. And why
one? Because he was seeking godly offspring.

B. The importance of parenting

If they think of parenting at all, most parents are concerned about its short term
consequences and whether their children are a nuisance to them or make them look
bad in front of others. Thiswas the attitude of King Hezekiah (See 2 Kings 20: 12-
19) who was only looking for peace and security in (his) lifetime.

Perhaps the best gift parents can give ther children is a secure and loving
marriage. Statistics from around the world show that children brought up
in a dable, two-parent home are far more likdy to become mature,
responsble adults

The effect of godly parenting is felt through the generations as this
example shows

a) Max Jukesand Jonathan Edwards

This table compares the family trees of two men who lived at the same time (18th
century) in the same part of America:

Name: Max Jukes Jonathan Edwards
Belief: Irreligious Chridian (preacher)
Married to: An ungodly girl A godly girl
Descendants {1200 1400
analysed:
Descendants: (310 died aspaupers |1 3 college presidents
130 criminals 100 college professors
7 murderers 3 US senators & 1 Vice-President
50 openly immoral 30 judges & 100 lawyers, 60 doctors
women
75 army & navy officers
100 preachers & missonaries
60 authors & editors
80 public officials
Costtodate:  |$1.25million Nil




Exodus 20:5 warns usthat God will punish the children for the sin of the fathersto
the third and fourth generation. The effect of sn being passed down through a
family is seen dearly in Max Jukes descendants. Thankfully the oppositeisaso true
asthe next example shows:

b) George McCluskey

Y ou've probably never heard of George McCluskey. To my knowledge, no
biographies have been written about hislife. McCluskey was a man who wanted to
make a shrewd investment. As he married and started a family, he decided to invest
one hour in prayer. He was concerned that his kids might follow Christ and establish
their own homes where Christ was honoured. After atime, he decided to expand his
prayersto include not only his children, but their children and the children after
them. Every day between 1 am and noon, hewould pray for the next three
generations.

Asthe years went by, his two daughters committed their livesto Christ
and married men who went into full time ministry. The two couples
produced four girls and one boy. Each of the girls married a minister and
the boy became a pastor. Thefirgt two children born to this generation
were both boys. Upon graduation from high schooal, the two cousins
chose the same college and became roommates. During their sophomore
year, one of the boys decided to go into ministry aswell. The other one
didn't. He knew the family history and undoubtedly felt some pressure to
continue the family legacy by going onto the ministry himsdlf, but he
chose not to. In amanner of speaking, this young man became the black
sheep of the family. He was thefirst onein four generations not to go
into full time Chrigian minidry.

He decided to pursue hisinterest in psychology and over the years met
with success. After earning his doctorate, he wrote a book that became a
best sdler. Hethen wrote another and another, al best sdlers. Eventualy
he started a radio program that is now heard on more than a 1000 stations
each day. The black sheegp's name? James Dobson - without a doubt the
mogt influential and significant leader of the pro-family movement in
America. Hisminigry isthe direct result of the prayers of a man who
lived four generdionsago.



C. Thecompetition for our children

Our children do not grow up in a neutral environment. The world is competing for
their souls and we need to be alert to how much they are influenced by TV, friends,
books, relatives. The world's (ungodly) values include:
? win at al costs
? if it feedsright, it must beright - no absolute moral values.
? personal convenience (selfishness) is the only real basis for decisions.
Thisleads to easy acceptance of abortion, divorce, etc
? sexua immorality is acceptable and desirable
? happinessand gpprova arefound in materid things
? videnceand revengeare acogptable
? there'san exciting escape in cigarettes, drink, drugs
? do your own thing - authority stops you being fulfilled, so ignore it or
mock it

D. Loving children

Parentsare God'sway of bringing children into thisworld and of raising
children who will become hisingruments asthey live on thisearth. The
parents most powerful todl for influencing their childrenislove. Itis
God's unconditional lovefor usthat impactsand changesour lives Itis
parents unconditiona love for thar children which will have most effect
on them. Some of the wayswe can show love:

? Spend timewith them. Beavailableto play, talk and laugh. If necessary,
schedulethetime so that it actually happens

? Beavailableto them when they ask for you. Bequick to respond to
ther cdls

? Fulfill your promisesto them. If you have said you will do something with
them, do nat put it off because you do not fed likeit. If you
promiseagift, make sureyou giveit. Plan surprisesfor them. Arrange specid
parties, outings, fun thingsto do together.

? Treat them asvery spedd giftsfrom God. Remember that your
children areredly God's and that you have aresponghbility from him
to carefor them in the best possible way so that they become all that
hehasplanned.



Thefollowing song warns parents of the dangers of not giving timeto our children.
Decide to demondtrate your love to them now!

E. Cat'sin theCradle

My child arrived just theather day.

Hecametothewarldin theusud way.

But there were planesto catch and hillsto pay.

Helearned towak whilel wasanay.

And hewastakin' forel knew it and as he grew hed say,

"I'm gonnabelike you, Dad, Y ou know I'm gonnabelikeyou."
And the cat's in the cradle and the silver spoon.
Little boy blue and the man on the moon.
"When you comin'home, Dad?"
“1 don't know when, but we'll get together then.
You know we' Il have a good time then. ™

My son turned ten just the ather day.
He said "Thanksfor the ball, Dad, come on, lets play,
Can you teach meto throw?' | said "not today
| gotalottodo." Hesad, "That'sO.K."
And hewalked away, but hissmile never dimmed. And said,
"I'm gonna be like him, yeah, Y ou know I'm gonna be like him
And the cat's in the cradle and the silver spoon.
Little boy blue and the man on the moon.
"When you comin' home, Dad?"
"1 don't know when, but we 'l get together then
You knowwe'll have a good timethen.

WdI he came homefrom collegejust the ather day
Somuch likeaman | just hadtosay
"Son, I'm proud of you; can't you St for awhile?'
He shook hishead and said with agmile
"What 1'd redlly like, Dad, isto borrow the car keys.
Seeyou later. Can | havethem please?”
And the cat's in the cradle and the silver spoon.
Little boy blue and the man on the moon.
"When you comin’ home, Dad? "
"I don't know when, but we'll get together then.
You knowwe'll have a good timethen. ™



I'velong sinceretired. My son's moved away.
| called him up just the other day.
| said, "I'd like to see you if you don't mind."
Hesaid, "I'd love to, Dad, if | can find thetime.
You see my new job's a hasde and the kids have the flu.
But it's sure nice talking to you, Dad. It's been sure nice talking to you.”
And as | hung up the phone it occurred to me-
He'd grown up just like me. My boy was just like me.
And the cat'sin the cradle and the sl ver spoon.
Little boy bludand theman on themaon.
"When you comin' home. Dad?"
"I don't know when, but we' Il get together then. Y ou know we' [l
have agood time then. "

From the song Cat’sin the Cradle by Sandy and Harry Chapin, copyright 1974 Story
Songs Ltd (ASCAP), quated by Gordon Macdonald, The Effective Father pp 134-5
(Tyndae House, Whesaton, Illinais, USA)



3. God'smethod for parents

Being agodly parent isdifficult and chalenging. But it is possbletoraise children
who will bring glory to God if we ask the Lord to help us. Aswe have seen in
Malachi 4:6 and L uke 1:17, the hearts of fathers have to be turned, but the good
newsisthat God iswilling to turn them if wearewilling tolet him.

A. God's problem with parents (especially fathers)

Thetwo key areaswhere parents heartshaveto beturned are

1 Love

Each parent neadsto love the child in acommitted, unpossessive,
unsdfish way. Godly parents should be learning how to expressiove,
affection and security to their children:

? through their lifesyle

? with appropriate words

? demondradly with repested hugs kisses comfarting, lying

together on bed etc

The parent's heart of love will show the child that he or sheisvalued and
accepted just ashe/sheis.

2. Authority

Each parent mugt sand in the authority God has given and not use other means
such as persuason, cgaling, threstening, bribing, tantrums etc, to get the child to
obey.

Authority is derived from submisson, and so the parent mugt firgtly be submitted to
God, and then to the authorities appointed by him - with Government authorities a
work and in the church.

Each New Testament ingruction for children to obey isfallowed by awarning to
fathers

Ephesians 6:4 - Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring
themup in thetraining and ingruction of the Lord.

Colossans 3:21 - Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will
become discouraged.



Parents exasperate or embitter their children by:
? not being available
? setting a bad example - teasing, pinching, bribing, gossip,
dishonesty, hypocrisy, unforgiveness, salfishness
?  banginconggent, showing favouritiam, making comparisons
? refusing to acknowledge their own sins and not seeking forgiveness
for them from their children when appropriate
?  disunity between parents
?  imbalance between love and discipline
? not alowing their children to grow up. God's goal isgodly
offspring who make their own godly decisions. Parents should
encouragethar children to:
- take responghility
- grive for excdlence
- embark on tasks which will stretch them
- grow in confidence through the parent's positive encouragement
- makether own decisons
? forcing children to grow up too quickly by giving them
responshilities way beyond ther years.
Remember it is God who has promised to turn our hearts- so ak himtodoit, and
then co-operate with him.

B. A picture of family life

Hebrews 12:5-11 shows how God treats his sons and gives usa modd to
follow. Note that:
? loveand discipline go together (v 6)
? disciplineisassumed on earth ( v 7,9,10)
? disciplined children respect their fathers (v 9) and enjoy peaceand
righteousnessin the future (v 11)
? disciplineispainful (v 11) - to both father and son
? father hasthe primary role (v 7). He sets the sandard and
ultimate authority and responsibility. Mother, though, will most of the day-
to-day work.
? disdplineisessentid for atrue son (v 8). Proverbs 22:15

Disciplineisthat which makes us do theright thing - preferably at the  right time
and in theright way. Disciplineislearned through fear of  punishment and hope
of reward and should be aiming to help the child develop interna discipline. Itis
almost impossible to discipline others without first learning to discipline onesdf..
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Beforelooking at disciplining children, you might like to think about how disciplined
you arein thefollowing aress:

;ayi ng debis Writing letters

Bem;%unctu o Returning borrowed items
: Keeping your word

Obeying thelaw Reading the bible

Passng on messages

Handling your emations

1. God'stodl for discipline
God saysthat children should be disciplined using arod.

Proverbs22:15 it drives away folly

Proverbs23:13-14 it brings salvation

Proverbs29:15 it imparts wisdom

Proverbs29:17 it causesthe child to bring peace and ddight to theparents

It hasthefollovwng benefits
? it givestimefor.parentsto condder, contral their anger, and
explain codlly and dearly
it leaves the hands for showing love-especialy sraight after
punishment
it acts as a deterrent without even being used
it injures no organs when applied to the bottom
it leaves no visible marks, which isimportant for the child's self-respect
? it can be delegated
We do not punish immaturity, foolishness, or genuine misunderstanding -nor do we
punish in anger, embarrassment or frustration. Our motiveislove Therod isused on
a child who disobeys an ingruction which is:
?  dear - spoken with theright toneto the child
? understood - you've made sure he knew what you meant
?  reasonable - it'swithin his ability
Proverbs 13:24 shows what God thinks of parents who are unwilling to usetheradin
an gopropriateway.

2 Theapplication

)

N ) N

Proverbs 22:6 Train a child in the way he should go and when heisold
hewill not turn fromit.
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a) ltistraining
Training isan active process. It ishard work. Some of itsdementsare:
? Talking - see Deuteronomy 6:6-7. Tak about God's ways, until
they are impressed on the children's hearts. Eli didn't communicate
and his sons suffered for this- see 1 Samud 2:25
? Setting a godly example. Eli didn't - see 1 Samud 2:29. We should
demongtrate in our lives both our love for the Lord and our fear of God. See
Psalm 112:1-2. Moreis caught than taught!
? Restraining - see 1 Samuel 3:13. The long term tragedy of Eli's poor
parenting is shown in 1 Samud 8:1-3.

b) Thereis"away" achild should go

Theway is obvioudy Jesus so wetrain our children in God's ways, based on a
living rationship with him. All children are born with a sinful nature and must
make their own decision to acknowledge Jesus Chrigt astheir Lord and Saviour.

c) Itisafaith process-"when heisold"

We do not immediatdy see al the benefits of training our children well. It isafaith
process with consequences which will only be obviousin 15-20 yearstime. God
assures usin Proverbs 29:17 that it'sworth all the effort: Discipline your son, and
hewill give you peace: he will bring ddlight to your soul.

Thereisno greater joy than to see your children grow into mature men
and women of God and embarking on their own explaits for the Lord.
Truly it will bring delight to your soul. Thisiswhat the apostle John felt
according to 3 John 4: / have no greater joy than to hear that my
children arewalking in the truth.

d) ItneedsGod'senabling

Being agodly parent is not easy for anybody. Weareaming to raise
children who will bring glory to God throughout their lives. We do not
know exactly what to do, but we have a Heavenly Father who iswilling
toguideusat al times. Aswe keegp asking him for grace and wisdom, he
will show uswhat we should do and point out when we are missing the
mark. He will provide his power to help usin our weskness.
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4. Praying for children .

Pray diligently for every aspect of your child'slife- present and
future, including specific character issues and spiritual needs.

Paul's prayers provide a great art for interceding for our children.
Insert the name of your child (ren) where the blanks are - and Sart
praying!

a) Ephesans1:17-19

| kegp asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Chrig, the glorious Father, may give
.................. the Spirit of wisdom and reveation,

0 that he/'she may know Him better. | pray dsothat theeyesof .................. 'sheart
may be enlightened in order that

.................. may know the hope to which He has called hinvher, the

richesaf Hisgariousinhaitancein thesaints and His incomparably greet power for us
who believe

b) Ephesians 3:16-19.

| pray that out of Hisgloriousriches He may srengthen...................

with power through His Spirit in hisher inner baing, so that Christ may dwell in
.................. 'sheart through faith. And | pray that

................... being rooted and established in love, may have power,

together with dl the saints, to gragp how wide and long and high and desp isthe
love of Chrig, and to know thislove that surpassesknowledge—that..................

may befilled to the measure of dl the
fulnessa God

c) Philippians 1:9-11

Andthisismy prayer: thet.................. 'slove may abound more

and morein knowmedge and depth of ingght, so that he/she may be adleto discarn
what is best and may be pure and blamdess until the day of Chrig, filled with the

fruit of righteousnessthat comes  through Jesus Chrig - tothe glory and praise of
God.
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d) Colossans1:9-12

For thisreason, since the day we heard about................... we have
not stopped praying for him/her and asking God to fill him/her with
the knowledge of Hiswill through all spiritual wisdom and
understanding. And we pray thisin order that.................. may live
alifeworthy of the Lord and may please Him in every way:

bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowl edge of
God, being strengthened with al power according to His glorious
might so that he/she may have great endurance and patience, and
joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has qudified ..................
to sharein the inheritance of the saintsin the kingdom of light.

€) 2Thessalonians1:11-12

With thisin mind, we congtantly pray for .................. that our God

may count him/her worthy of His calling, and that by His power He may
fulfill every good purpose of.................. 'sand every act

prompted by .................. 'sfaith. We pray this so that the name of

our Lord Jesusmay beglorifiedin ................... and ......coeeee. in

Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Chrigt.

f) Philemon 1:4-7

| alwaysthank my God as| remember .................. inmy prayers,

because | hear about higher faith in the Lord Jesus and higher love for al the
saints. | pray that.................. may be activein sharing

higher faith, so that he/she will have a full understanding of every good thing
we havein Chrid. .................. 'slove has given me great

joy and encouragement, because hefshe has refreshed the hearts of the
sants.
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